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Despite what the textbooks on tectonic 
processes would have us believe, the 
malvern hills are constantly changing 
in elevation.  in the weeks before our 
annual walk, on which the entire lower 
Fourth journey from eastnor Deer Park 
to malvern town, they grow to himalayan 
proportions.  horror stories of steep 
terrain, unrelenting climbs and endless 
false peaks sweep through the school, 
mainly perpetuated by the older pupils 
who have already tackled the challenge.  
stories of blisters, exhaustion and the 
need for bottled oxygen abound.

miraculously though, on the day in which 
150 new Bromsgrovians head out for 
their excursion, the hills erode back to 

more manageable dimensions.  The 
journey becomes more about bonding 
than bouldering. slopes fall away easily 
below the feet of young people who 
are learning the joys of outdoor activity 
and shared enterprise. Friendships 
are formed along the gently sweeping 
ridges.  helping hands offered on a climb 
forge links that will remain unbroken 
throughout the rest of school life and 
beyond.  Fear of an insurmountable 
physical challenge is replaced by the 
satisfaction of gaining the summit easily 
in the company of one’s peers.

and then, each year, in the weeks that 
follow the walk, the range begins to 
rise again.  uplifted by new tales which 

are spun amongst the latest generation 
of Bromsgrovians to have hiked the 
trail.  suddenly the peaks were that 
much higher, the ascent that much 
steeper, the distances lengthen.  so too 
are legends born; those who carried 
another’s rucksack when the going got 
tough, those who shared their lifesaving 
chocolate bar, those who made the miles 
shrink with their ready humour. and in 
the telling and retelling of these stories, 
the bonds between the year group 
are cemented as firmly as if they had 
conquered everest itself.

Peter clague
heaDmasTer 

a word from the headmaster



lower sixth Geography pupils travelled 
to Betws-y-coed in north wales to put 
into practice some of their classwork.  
They studied flood management 

strategies in the conwy valley, visited 
harlech where they investigated the 
formation of sand dunes in addition to a 
case study of ecosystem succession and 

finally went to Criccieth to look at coastal 
management strategies. 
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Geographic Questions 

Design service 

Fine artists 

mark lippett, an award-winning Fine 
artist, visited Year 6 art lessons to 
teach the pupils some of his tricks 
of the trade. he introduced them to 
new media to further enhance their 
drawing skills. Pupils were also able 
to view some of his atmospheric 
drawings and paintings which depict 
quiet and unpopulated landscapes. 
we are looking forward to seeing the 
pupils’ work after these special art 
sessions. 

inspired Design Technology pupils have designed and built two mud Kitchens for 
chadsgrove school as part of Bromsgrove service. The pupils and ms Densem 
delivered the items to delighted pupils at chadsgrove school.
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house song 
The house song competition is keenly 
anticipated by all the pupils and staff. 
The theme this year was the weather 
and the standard of performance was 
very high.  The adjudicator was mr 
Ben sawyer – a conductor, vocal coach 
and singer. he judged overall winner 
to be hazeldene, with their rendition 
of Summertime Madness.  elmshurst 
were runners-up with It’s Raining Men.  
well done also to nikita Perevoznikov 
of housman hall who won the 
conductor’s Prize and Thomas cookes 
house who won the Best creative Prize.  

amnesty Talk 
Dr Trevor Trueman from amnesty international visited to speak to the upper 
Fourth on the topic of human rights and the refugee crisis in europe. 

marmite 
as a reward for a remarkable start to the Gifted and Talented year, members of 
the marmite society attended a special pop-up screening of the movie on the 
exact day in ‘The Future’ that Doc Brown enters into the De lorean in the movie 
series.  The lack of hoverboards was compensated for with pizza, popcorn 
and cookies. students from every school age group were represented, and are 
pictured recreating the iconic image for the movie poster. 

Topics for the for the Fourth and Fifth Formers’ marmite Group this term include 
the paintings of norman rockwell, art nouveau architecture, instagram and 
the theory of entropy, under the theme ‘what am i looking at?’ sixth Formers 
are studying theory from Barthes, marx, woolf and Belsey, The Tempest, 
Frankenstein, Jane Eyre and scientific ethics under the theme ‘Nature and 
culture’.

Basketball 
The junior house basketball 
competition was closely fought with 
an exciting final between Elmshurst 
and lupton. Both teams played 
extremely well with  elmshurst 
emerging victorious with a score of 
8-1.
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Piano Performance   

all Blacks meet 
George Tate was very lucky to be 
selected to attend a closed event 
in  october in Darlington  where he 
attended a once-in-a-lifetime event for 
ten people to have a breakfast meeting 
with the new Zealand all Blacks team 
during the rugby world cup.  

selly manor 
Year 4 enjoyed a very interesting trip 
to selly manor as part of their Tudors 
topic. They all had the opportunity 
to dress up in Tudor costumes, play 
games of the time and have a look 
around the manor house. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed the day and were 
able to use the knowledge that they had 
already learned this term to impress 
their guides.

well done to Jude wynter who 
performed at the first round of the 
BBc Young musician of the Year 
competition where he won through to 
the category auditions which will be 
held in cardiff in December.  
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Year 3 strings  
now in its second year, the strings’ initiative gives the opportunity for all Year 3 
pupils to learn violin, viola, cello or double bass throughout the academic year. 
each of the different instruments were showcased in excellent performances by 
the pupils, and they all played together too creating a really fabulous orchestral 
sound. many current Year 4 pupils, recipients of the scheme a year ago, 
returned to demonstrate their skills to the Year 3 pupils to show them what can 
be achieved with perseverance and practice. a fabulous event; the second 
demonstration concert will take place next term. we cannot wait to see what is in 
store then!  

The first Informal Concert of the 
senior school music calendar took 
place in october in old chapel. 
These concerts have been fantastic 
for any pupil ready and willing to 
perform a solo to an appreciative 
audience in an informal setting 
at the end of the school day. we 
were treated to eight performances 
on piano (michaelia Yeung, Jude 
wynter, nandini Bulchandani), 
saxophone (Tom muir), voice (olivia 
Dalby, Anna Rogers), flute (Tiffanie 
Tseng, anna rogers) and Guzheng 
(irene lau).

scholars’ 
concert  
The annual music scholars’ recital 
featured performances from thirty-
three talented pupils from Years 7 to 
the upper 6th. The scholars, who 
form the backbone of the school’s 
instrumental and vocal ensembles, 
gave outstanding solo performances 
in a varied programme which was a 
delight to hear. 

informal concert 
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ccF 
ccF cadets have had a very busy 
start to the year. early on a sunday in 
october they set off to to compete in the 
11 siG & wm BDe cadet orienteering 
championship. Despite early fog at the 
nesscliffe Training camp spirits were 
high and the fog soon lifted to reveal 
blue skies and unseasonably high 
temperatures - perfect conditions for 
what proved to be a challenging course 
of up to 16 control points over 5km 
of varied terrain. Tobias Finnemore 
ran the course in an impressive 51 
minutes 56 seconds, earning himself  a 
well-deserved silver medal for the best 
individual male u16 performance. as 
the final results rolled in it was clear 
that Bromsgrove had performed well 
and both the boys’ and girls’ u16 teams 
finished in second place, qualifying 
them for a places in the Army finals. 

380 cadets from three schools joined 
together to take part in the michaelmas 
field weekend at Nescliffe Army Training 
area.  lower sixth cadets completed a 
shooting competition prior to support 
the training of the recruits, whilst the 
Fifth Form cadets embarked on an 
army patrol competition and an raF 
48-hour survival exercise.  

The recruit platoons were engaged 
in a series of activities including field 
cooking, camouflage and concealment, 
shooting, first aid and the obstacle 
course.  an overnight stay in barrack 
accommodation and access to gourmet 
food in the army cookhouse all added to 
the adventure. 
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new app 
we are delighted to be launching 
our new app - available for iPhone 
and android phones, the app is 
easy to use and lightning fast. it 
is the highest specification App 
available and it can even be used 
without a wiFi or mobile phone 
connection.  a news Feed section 
provides users with the latest goings 
on from the school from our social 
media as well as selected feature 
articles.  The calendar section 
imports from our own school 
calendar directly into the app.  The 
calendar contains the categories 
from the school calendar enabling 
users to quickly filter information. 
settings allow the users to choose 
which social feeds they want to see 
and select which schools they wish 
to see calendar entries, news items 
and receive notifications for. 

Kit car 
competes 
our enthusiastic team worked their 
way through the season to make it to 
the world Kitcar and F24 Finals. in the  
F24 Finals they entered as the wildcard 
in race 1 and worked their way from 
the back of the grid to finish in 42nd 
place overall and joint second in the 
Kitcar category. This was a superb 
result for the team and set them up 
for a very exciting second race. again 
starting at the back, the team slowly 
worked their way through the grid and 
into a respectable 43rd position. whilst 
everyone else was pulling out of the 
race, the Bromsgrove team with The 
chicken continued at the same pace 
until the last lap when the batteries 
gave up on them and they coasted to 
a stop half a mile from the end. This 
meant that the team ended 5th furthest 
Kitcar for this race. The results mean 
that Bromsgrove were just edged out of 
a trophy but the team worked

fantastically to get the car through 
the weekend and they have improved 
Bromsgrove’s overall world standing by 
another 20 places over the last season. 
The team consisted of team manager/
mascot aled luckman and drivers 
Tristan stephens-Jones, ellie chan, sam 
mccabe, Toby lam and James Bromley. 

art exhibition 
sarah morgans, head of art, took 
part in the ‘new Blood’ exhibition 
in The waterfront Gallery, milford 
haven, wales. and was featured 
in Pembrokeshire life magazine. 
sarah’s  work can be viewed on 
the gallery website:  http://www.
thewaterfrontgallery.co.uk
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The German exchange group from Gymnasium hermannswerder in Potsdam enjoyed a trip to oxford where they had tours of 
new college and christchurch and a walk down to the river. They were all very keen to see all the locations used in the harry 
Potter films and to act out some scenes for themselves!  The group also visited Stratford, Birmingham, London and Worcester 
as well as taking part in some lessons in school.  our pupils look forward to the return visit.  

The spanish Department recently welcomed back a retired chief examiner of aQa spanish, who visited to give lectures to 
all as pupils of modern Foreign languages about how to write a discursive essay in a foreign language. he also talked to a2 
Spanish pupils about how to write a cultural essay on literature and film. 

The modern languages Department 
has begun to use tablet computers 
in class. The tablets have made a 
huge difference to language learning; 
pupils can access sound files and 
listen to them at their own pace with 
headphones. using various software 
programs, the pupils can complete 
exercises based on reading passages 
or video clips and benefit from 
immediate feedback. 

languages updates 
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economics 
Prep school recently  held an 
inaugural  economics society meeting 
led by senior school teacher miss 
Keys and her team of sixth Form 
economists.  

The lunchtime society is open to 
pupils in Years 6 to 8 and in this first 
meeting they were faced with some 
challenges including, how to allocate 
scarce resources, starting with the 
medium of chocolate after eights, 
building up to more global issues 
such as housing shortages and oil 
prices. They then explored how the 
price mechanism can help us as 
consumers. The session included 
some social science experiments 
using behavioural economic theory, 
where the notion of rationality was 
explored at length. Nuffield 

research

sixth Former Tom lynch showed some 
determination when he applied for a 
Nuffield Research Placement at the 
start of his lower sixth year.  with over 
700 applicants in the west midlands 
area, and following a rigorous selection 
process and interview, Tom was one of 
100  students chosen for a placement 
which he undertook during the summer 
holidays.   

his chosen subject was in the sphere of 
nuclear Physics with Professor mottura 
of Birmingham university acting as 
his supervisor. after performing his 
research, his finished project was 
submitted to Nuffield for assessment. 
Tom also had to create a poster and 
give a presentation to the Nuffield 
coordinators. he submitted his write 
up for a cresT gold award and has 
submitted his work to the Young 
scientists Journal, and to the national 
science and engineering competition. 

sports news 
rugby
 
well done to  Ben Turner, Peter olley 
and Joe harper who all played in the 
u15 team representing worcester 
warriors academy. worcester warriors 
beat wasps academy 22-17 away.

sports Talk 

nathan marshall from ucFB gave a 
presentation to pupils on the topic of 
‘careers in sport’.
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 Toffee fun 
inspired by their study of the toffee-
loving character moonface from The 
Enchanted Wood, Year 3 enjoyed a 
demonstration of real toffee making 
from chef chris micklewright in the 
school kitchens. 

They then had a go at creating their 
own no-cook toffee fudge.

Bath Time 
Year 5 went to Bath where they visited 
the roman Baths and took part in some 
workshops about roman life. 

Pets 
Year 1 enjoyed a visit from Pets at home staff and their furry friends smudge 
the rabbit and Biscuit the hamster.

The children learnt how to look after animals and discussed the differences 
between pets and animals in their natural habitats. 
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Forty boys accompanied by Pe staff enjoyed their rugby tour to ireland.  They had a training session with Brian 
mclaughlin, the former ulster rugby head coach and enjoyed a pre-game run on the beach before their second game of 
the tour against methody Belfast.  They managed to mix in some Geography whilst away by visiting the Giant’s causeway.  

u13 rugby Tour 

Bake off  
Year 6 pupil harrison Brown entered 
the BBc Junior Bake off competition 
over the summer.  he appeared in 
the first episode of the new series 
which was broadcast over half term 
on the cBBc channel.  
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staff and pupils gathered to hold the two minutes silence on remembrance Day and all pupils attended special school 
services for remembrance .  

remembrance Day 



oB reunion   
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The first 10-year Reunion was held for Old Bromsgrovians who left the School in 2005. We were pleased to welcome 
almost 40 leavers for a tour of the school and lunch with the headmaster and members of staff. many were stunned and 
delighted by the developments that had taken place since leaving, and much reminiscing went on over a splendid lunch.   

Bromsgrovian news 

netball match win i

The school’s 1st netball team competed against the old Bromsgrovian netball team in what has become an annual event.  For 
the first time in four years the OBs won the trophy, winning by a narrow margin, however, it was a match of excellent quality 
and pleasing to see many oB’s still playing netball at a high level. hayley rudd, ellie Trow, rebecca strangward and harriet 
eales all made their returns to the court where they had represented the school 1st team so well in the past. 

cookes house reunion
a special reunion to celebrate the half centenary of the inception of cookes house 
takes place on saturday, 21st november.  The house was only in being for eight 
years when, in 1972, it was split into lyttelton and walters. Thanks to ian sanders 
(cookes 64-66) for his help and support, and whose original idea it was to hold 
this event. 

invitations  to all eligible cookes house members (whose contact details we 
have) were posted and emailed at the beginning of september. if you are eligible 
but haven’t received any details, please contact us so that we can send you an 
invitation. Email mgriffiths@bromsgrove-school.co.uk or telephone 01527 579679 
ext 366. You can also contact old Bromsgrovian ian sanders on 01905 773999 
or email sanders.g1@sky.com. There are more details on this link: http://www.
bromsgrove-school.co.uk/cookeshousereunion.aspx  



 annual Foundation lecture    
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we are delighted to announce stephen Page (lupton 78-83) as our 
seventh annual Foundation lecture speaker. 

stephen is chief executive of Faber and Faber, the leading book publisher 
of literary fiction, poetry, children’s, crime, history, music, film, drama, 
audio and apps. 

Faber and Faber remains one of the last of the great independent 
publishing houses in london and through stephen’s leadership continues 
to go from strength to strength – its backlist features books by no fewer 
than twelve nobel laureates and six Booker Prize-winners, a thriving 
frontlist and an ever-growing e-book list. new ventures include the print-on-
demand Faber Finds imprint, Faber Digital, Faber academy (the creative 
writing school), as well as Faber Factory Powered by constellation, and 
Faber Factory Plus. 

Bromsgrovian news 

The lecture will take place on Thursday, 10th march 2016 at The lansdowne club, Fitzmaurice Place, london. with 
sincere thanks to the chairman of the Foundation, Dick noake, for hosting the event. 

The lecture is open to anyone with a connection to Bromsgrove school, and an invitation letter will be sent out shortly. 
However, if you would like to pre-register your interest in attending, please email Megan Griffiths: mgriffiths@bromsgrove-
school.co.uk or telephone 01527 579679 ext 366.  

photo courtesy of Marta Gala 

FORTHCOMING OB EVENTS 
Thursday 4th February 2016  Donors’ lunch
Tuesday 9th February 2016  oB and current Pupils’ speed networking event
Thursday 10th march 2016  The seventh annual Foundation lecture
Thursday 21st april 2016  sir Thomas cookes legacy society lunch
saturday 23rd april 2016  call my wine Bluff event in the Dining hall
saturday 10th september 2016 1960-1969 leavers’ reunion
saturday 1st october 2016  2006 leavers’ reunion

For more information about any of these events please contact Megan Griffiths or 
Jenny Bossard in the  Alumni Office.  

remembrance 
andrew campbell (wendron, 67-72), Jenny Bossard (neé Gricks, walters, 72-74) 
and nikki Thorpe (school archivist) all attended the remembrance Day service held 
in llanwrtyd wells where still today the names are read out of the old Bromsgrovians 
who attended school in llanwrtyd and who died in the war.  andrew campbell read the 
lesson and presented the wreath at the memorial in town.



Forthcoming events 2015 
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NOVEMBER
monday 9th november   ski Trip information evening, Prep parents, cobham hall, 7.00pm
Tuesday 10th november   Year 2 ww2 assembly, Pre-Prep, 9.15am
Tuesday 10th november   Year 6 Parent consultation evenings (6smc and 6mm), cobham hall, 6.00pm-8.00pm
Tuesday 10th november   French Trip information evening, Year 6 parents, maple hall, 5.30pm-6.00pm
Thursday 12th november  Year 6 Parent consultation evening (6sc and 6cw), cobham hall, 6.00pm-8.00pm
Thursday 12th november  French Trip information evening, Year 6 parents, maple hall, 5.30pm-6.00pm
wednesday 18th november  uiv Parents’ evening, sports hall, 6.15pm-8.30pm
Thursday 19th november  Prep house singing Final, routh hall, Time TBa
Thursday 19th november  meeting of school Parents’ association liaison committee, cookes room, 7.30pm/7.45pm
saturday 21st november   cookes house 50th reunion from 11.00am 
Tuesday 24th november   informal concert, old chapel, 5.30pm
wednesday 25th november  Pre-Prep Pa meeting, 7.30pm
Thursday 26th november  next step conference, lvi parents, lrc, 7.30pm
Friday 27th november   2nd Grades published, senior school parents, Parent Portal, 5.00pm
sunday 29th november   advent carol service, memorial chapel, 5.30pm

DECEMBER
wednesday 2nd December  Tea and carols, old chapel, 4.00pm
Thursday 3rd December   Prep school Junior christmas concert, cobham hall, 3.00pm
Tuesday 8th December   Devised Performances Gcse unit 1a and a2 unit 3, Drama studio, 7.00pm
Friday 11th December   Year 3 woodland walk art exhibition, maple hall, from 2.30pm
Friday 11th December   Prep school senior christmas concert, cobham hall, 7.00pm
saturday 12th December  Festive ladies’ lunch, hospitality suite 12.00pm 
monday 14th December   Pre-Prep Pa christmas shopping event, 8.30am-11.30am
monday 14th December   senior school christmas concert, routh hall, 7.00pm
Tuesday 15th December   mulled wine & mince Pies, Tc parents, Thomas cookes
wednesday 16th December  christmas carol services in the memorial chapel: Prep 12.00pm; senior 2.00pm/3.15pm


